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On Friday 16 March 2012, the JRC and the European 
Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science, 
Máire Geoghegan-Quinn welcomed José Manuel 
Barroso, President of the European Commission, to 
JRC’s Ispra site. 

The visit was an opportunity to showcase the breadth 
of JRC’s scientific support to EU policy. President 
Barroso visited the spectacular European Laboratory 
for Structural Assessment (ELSA), the largest of  
its kind in Europe, which is  used to test the  
earthquake resistance of buildings and can test 
structures as high as a five-storey building. 

Another highlight was the visit to the Vehicle Emis-
sions Laboratory (VELA), capable of measuring 
emissions from all types and sizes of vehicles, which 
is now also working on electric vehicles. JRC scien-
tists also presented their work in the areas of food 
security and natural resources, photovoltaics, nano-
technology and nuclear security.  

The President inaugurated the new European Crisis 
Management Laboratory (ECML), which supports  
the EU’s interventions in areas struck by disaster 
around the globe. The new facility, equipped with 
state-of-the-art information technologies, provides 
a dynamic situational awareness for crisis and  
disaster preparedness and response on any location 
or event in the world. 

Speaking to JRC staff, the President stressed the  
important role of the JRC as a bridge between policy 
making, science, society and economy, thanks to its 
close relations between so many bodies and organi-
sations inside and outside Europe, and its relevant, 
high quality research.

When policy meets science

Hands-on testing at the JRC’s Vehicle Emissions 
Laboratory (VELA).

Addressing JRC staff at Ispra. 

Elke Anklam, Director of the JRC’s Institute for Health and Consumer 
Protection, explains some of the research carried out in the area of 
nanotechnology.

From the le": David Wilkinson, Stephan Lechner, Laurence de Richemont, 
Thomas Fanghänel, Dominique Ristori, John Bensted-Smith, José Manuel 
Barroso, Leen Hordijk, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, Dan Chirondojan, John 
Bell, Jean-Pierre Michel, Giovanni De Santi, Pieter Van Nes, Elke Anklam, 
Guido Schmuck, Krzysztof Maruszewski, Axel Nevens, Anne-Charlotte 
Bournoville.
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Observations from the Board of Governors 

Growth, jobs and Innovation Union  

Energy and transport for a low-carbon society 

Environment and climate change 

Visiting the JRC’s European Laboratory for Structural Assessment (ELSA). 
 

Giovanni De Santi, Director of the JRC’s Institute for Energy 
and Transport, explains the link between renewable energies 
and e-mobility.

Speaking to the press. “Congratulations for the tremen-
dous and exciting work being 
done in the laboratories in Ispra! 
I am impressed by all that I 
saw during my visit and I can 
only encourage you to continue 
on the same path. I want to 
express my full support to the 
JRC work and to the contribution 
you are all making on growth 
strategy for the European Union. 
Thank you” 
J.M. Barroso

Inaugurating the European Crisis Management Laboratory.

Financial stability 
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Foreword by Máire Geoghegan-Quinn

Commissioner 
Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 
during her visit to the JRC’s 
Institute for Transuranium 
Elements.


